
YELLOW-BILLED CUCKOO Coccyzus americanus 

 
non-breeding visitor, vagrant  monotypic 
 
 Yellow-billed Cuckoos breed throughout most of North America S to n. Mexico 
and the West Indies, and withdraw in winter to n. S America (AOU 1998).  Vagrants 
have been recorded in Europe (Cramp and Simmons 1985), Clipperton I (Howell et al. 
1993), and once in the Northwestern Hawaiian Islands, where one was well observed, 
described, and distantly but diagnostically photographed at Laysan 1 Nov 1994 (HRBP 
1070-1071). Populations of W North America, perhaps the most likely origin for the 
Laysan individual, have been considered a separate subspecies ("C.a. occidentalis") but 
we here consider the species monotypic (cf. Pyle 1997). 
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