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J\ccorcling to the monograph of Pax and Hoffmann rPA::tnzcnr. 
85(IV. 147. XVI) :9, 19241, the Fiji Islands are rich in species of 
Arnl-ypha., with seven endemic species out of nine. Acal·yj>lw bnflt

mcrinidfs Miquel is a well-known weed [rom the tropics of the far 
hast and Australasia; A. gra11(/is Bentham is widespread. with ill
defined limits ranging from Malaysia eastward; of the balance. A. 
ri7111/aris Seemann, A. /aci•ifolia iVIueller-f\ rgau. A. i11rn/a11a Mueller
A rgau, A. latifolia Mueller-Argau. A. a11isndo11/a, Mueller-f\rgau. A. 
rl'j>(IJtda Mucller-Argau. and A. dc1111dala Mueller-Argau are supposed 
to he localized in the Fijian Archipelago. 

The identification of A. ri,,,t!aris presents no difficulty. It stand~ 
out sharply because of its na1-ro\\· leaves. auriculate at the base, \\'hich 
strongly suggest the leaves of certain species of Clfidio11. The remain
ing six supposedly Fijian endemics arc plainly polymorphous when 
seen in herharium specimens and thei1· extreme states-a normal con
dition with rlcal·yp!ta-suggest distinct species. Careful study of large 
:els of specimens. however. show that a single entity is involved. now 
pubescent. then glabrous. sometimes free-growing. other times short
l>ranched. glandular or not at the bracts of the female flower. Our 
hcrbarium has an unusually rich set of isotypcs and classic collections. 
covering every one of the binomials and trinomials of Acal·yplrn puh
lishcd by 'iVIuellcr l DC. Proch·. 15(2): 799, 1866]. I have compared 
this basic material with the following collections: H ornc 7 877-7 878 
(2 sheels) : Parks 20-199: Gillespie 2839. 2868, 3395, 4] 38, 4377. -1-102, 
4-16-1, 462-1-, 46-10; A. C. Smith 790, 277, 576, 543; ncye11rr 1-/-/82, 
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14626, 14690, 7-/995 . .1-1989; Dr_r;r11er and Ordo11e::: 73721. 73722. 
13878, 13953, 1../025. 155../1.15546; Talnrnlcwa 1556-1. N[y conclusion 
is that it proves impossible to assort this material in any way hearing 
out the dispositions of ·Mueller and of: Pax and .HoITmann. Mueller 
was evidently the victim of too narrow a concept o[ specific lin,iis. 
and Pax and Hoffmann follo"·ed him too closely. Ara!y/J/rn /atifolia 
which :dueller concedes to he "male nota'' I DC. Prodr. 15(2): 817. 
1866]. might perhaps fall under A. gral/(lis. hut the balance of the 
evidence ( the type material unfortunately lacks female flowers) sug
gests as a safer conclusion that it. loo, belongs in the synonymy of 
A. im11!a11a M uellcr-A rgau. which is here designated as species ltrto
tyj!ica. 

Degener suggest·s in the notes to nl'fJf'lll'r and On/0111'::: 73727. 

73722. that two entities, one glabrescent ( 13727). the other pubescent 
( 7 3722) might hybridize. In my opinion. this illustrates the poly111or

phis111 o[ this species. Both of the cited specimens were collected in 

the same locality and habitat. and answer to practically the same de

scription. The former (13721) may he treated under rl. i11.rnla1w 

glabrcsre11s, A. dc1111data. or A. /ae·vifo/ia. at will: the latter (73722) 

is plainly A. i11.rnlr111a j!11bcsrc11s. Only field study can decide whether 
ylahrescc11s and p11bcsrr11s are freely hybridizing varieties of A. i11s11-

lo11a. or. as J now suspect. merely states of a variable entity. 

Since it is clearly inexpedient lo retain ephemeral species of //rn
l·yplrn which confuse the phyLogeography of such a difficult and in1-

portant group. T affirm the folloll"ing synonymy. without deciding for 
the present the status of the \·arieties o[ rl. i11s11/a11a. 

Acalypha insulana ?vfueller-Argau. Flora 47: 439. 1864 (specie~ 

lcrtotypira); DC. Prodr. 15(2): 818. 1866: Seemann. FL \'it .. 
225, 1867: Pax and I loffnrnnn. F%1nzenr. 85(1 V. 147. X \"T); 
165. 1924. 

Acalypha rcj!a11da l\lueller-Arg-au. Flora 47: 439. 186..J.: DC. 
Proch·. 15(2): 819. 1866: Seemann. Fl. Vit., 226. 1867: !'ax 
and Hoffmann. l'flanzenr. 85(1\1. I..J.7. X\"1): 167, 192..J.. Ne\\" 
synonym. 

Arnlypha /aevifolia i\i!ueller-Argau. DC. Proch·. 15(2): 853. 1866; 
Seemann. Fl. \/it .. 226. 1867: Pax and Hoffmann, Pflanzenr. 
85(1\!. J..J.7.XVl):112.192..J.. New synonym. 
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/lcafy/)/,a falifofia Mueller-Argau. DC. Prodr. 15(2): 817. 1866: 
Seemann, Fl. Vit., 225, 1867; Pax and I-foffmann, PAanzenr. 
85( IV. 147. XVI): 167. 1924. New synonym. 

//rnfy/1/,n a11isodo11/a Mueller-Argau. DC. Pro(h·. 15(2): 818. 
18G6: Seemann, Fl. \Tit .. 226. 1867; Pax and Tloffmann, l'Oan
zenr. 85(TV. 147. XVI): 167, 1924. New synonym. 

//rn!yplw di'11udata Mueller-Argau. DC. Proch·. 15(2): 819. 1866; 
Seemann, Fl. \Tit., 226, 1867: Pax and Hoffmann. PAanzenr. 
85(1\/. 147. XVl): 167, 1924. New synonym. 

Genus Cleidion Blume 

Cleidion leptostachyum (:\-fuellcr-1\rgau) Pax and Hoff111ann. f'O;in
zenr. 85('1\/. 147. VII): 293. 1914. 
Clridio11 Vieiffardi var. vitii'11sis i\tlueller-Argau. DC. Proclr. 15 

(2): 986. 1866. 
Cfl'idio11 /)i'ge11eri Croizat. Sargentia 1: .'il, 1942. New synonym. 

J much regrel having overlooked Lhe fact that C. / 'ii'illardi var. 
11itic11si.1· ha:! received specific rank i>y Pax and 1-loffmann. J have not 
seen authentic material of M ueller·s JV!appa !eptostacl,ya ( l ,innaca 34: 
193. 1865). basinym of C. !cptoslor!,yu111. but the description and the 
additional material I hal'e recently sluclied ( Cilli's/'ii' 4-110. lfrya11 382) 
leave little hope that C. li'plostac/111111 and C. nc_r;c11eri arc specifically 
di ffcrent. 

Genus Stillingia Carden 

Stillingia pacifica lWucllcr-/\ rgau. DC. Proclt·. 15(2) : 11 S6. I 866: 
Scc111ann. Fl. \Tit., 232, 1867; Pax and ]-loffmann, Pflanzcnr. 85 
(IV. 147. V): 183, 1912. 

The position of this species ha. gi1·cn rise to questions because the 
genus is almost without exception American. Stiffi11{!ia pacif,ca is its 
only representative cast o[ Madagascar and i\lauritius. and Pax and 
J I of'fmann record it as '•incomplete tan tum not a .• , As noticed by I )ax 
and J loffma1111 (op. cit.. 180) Stiffi11gia differs fro111 Sapiu111 solely in 
the so-called coccophorum. a thickened buttress under the ripe fruit. 
which is especially noticeable after dchisccnce. Gillespie ../-18 I ( vicin
ity of Levuka, in fruit) is this species. to judge from descriptions. 
and manifestly belongs to St iffi11gia as lhc coccophorum is much in 
evidence under the nearly ripe fruit. 


