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the freshwater limpet heretofore known as Ferrissia sharpi (Sykes, 1900) was described
as Ancylus sharpi from material collected on the Island of  O‘ahu (Sykes 1900). the dis-
cussion of the species by Hubendick (1967) added little new information, but by the end
of the 20th century it had been reported from the islands of Kauaʻi and Hawaiʻi in addition
to its type locality (Cowie et al. 1995; Cowie 1997). Recent surveys of Hawaiian stream
fauna have recorded it from numerous localities on those islands and have added the
islands of Moloka‘i and Maui to its known range within the state of Hawaiʻi (englund &
Godwin 2002; englund & Preston 2002; Anthony et al. 2004; Brasher et al. 2004; Parham
et al. 2008).
        Ferrissia sharpi has been a cryptogenic species in the Hawaiian fauna as its status as
native or introduced has been unclear. Most recent authors have regarded its status as
uncertain (Cowie et al. 1995; Cowie 1997, 1998; englund & Godwin 2002; englund &
Preston 2002; Ziegler 2002; Anthony et al. 2004; Brasher et al. 2004), but Parham et al.
(2008) treated it as native and the Hawaii Department of land and Natural Resources has
identified it as among its “species of greatest conservation need” (Mitchell et al. 2005). 

the status of F. sharpi has recently been resolved in the course of phylogenetic stud-
ies of a North American species generally known as Ferrissia fragilis (tryon, 1863).
Ferrissia fragilis has now been shown to be conspecific with F. sharpi (Walther et al.
2010) as well as with a european snail described as Watsonula wautieri Mirolli, 1960
(Walther et al. 2006). In addition to europe and the Hawaiian Islands, this highly invasive
species has been reported (as F. fragilis or F. wautieri) from North Africa (Khalloufi &
Boumaïza 2007), the Middle east (Marrone et al. 2014), east Asia and nearby islands
(Beckmann et al. 2006; Walther et al. 2006, 2010; Sharapova 2008), and South America
(lacerda et al. 2015). As an alien in the Hawaiian Islands its conservation here need no
longer be a matter of concern.
        Ferrissia fragilis has long been regarded as conspecific with a taxon described as
Gundlachia californica Rowell, 1863 (Basch 1963; Burch 1982; Walther et al. 2010), and
as it has been assumed that tryon’s fragilis has priority over Rowell’s californica the for-
mer name has been in general use by these and other recent authorities (e.g., turgeon et
al. 1998; Dillon & Herman 2009; Marrone et al. 2014; Bouchet & Neubauer 2015;
lacerda et al. 2015). Bequaert & Miller (1973: 212), however, concluded that californica
had priority over fragilis, stating that “so far as could be traced, the description [of frag-
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ilis] was published in June or early July [of 1863], while that of G. californica appeared
not later than May [1863.]” taylor (1981) also regarded californica as a senior synonym
of fragilis, though he cited no authority for this conclusion. Coan (1989: 45) noted
Bequaert & Miller’s conclusion that californica has priority over fragilis, stating that
“Rowell’s paper was published in May, [and] tryon’s paper was published in July[.]”  the
priority of californica has also been acknowledged by the International Union for the
Conservation of Nature (Cordeiro & Perez 2011). Standard bibliographic authorities
(evenhuis 2011) confirm that Rowell’s paper (Rowell 1863) had been published by May,
1863 (Meisel 1929: 149), whereas tryon’s description (tryon 1863) cannot be shown to
have been published before 13 July 1863 (Nolan 1913: xiii). Pursuant to Articles 21.3 and
21.4 of the International Code of Zoological Nomenclature (I.C.Z.N. 1999, hereinafter
“the Code”) the dates of publication of californica and fragilis must be regarded as 31
May 1863, and 13 July 1863, respectively, establishing the priority of the former name.

Article 23.9 of the Code provides that a long-overlooked senior synonym can be sup-
pressed as a nomen oblitum and the junior synonym in general use can be conserved as a
nomen conservandum if the senior synonym has not been used as a valid name after 1899
and the junior synonym meets certain criteria for frequency of recent usage. tryon’s frag-
ilis is ineligible for conservation under this provision because Rowell’s californica has
been used at least twice since 1899 as a valid name (Bequaert & Miller 1973: 211–212;
taylor 1981: 161). Accordingly, the senior synonym californica must replace fragilis as
the valid name for this species, which must henceforth be known as Ferrissia californica
(Rowell, 1863).
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